P/PE ?vs VENO
THE FINAL
& Ci ONFEONM TION/!

o

N



it's a good bet

TURTLES.

The only way to get
your hands on some real
mutants is with Marvel
Comics’ X-Men Series Il
Trading Cards. This 100-
card sequel to last year's
kickin’ series boasts all-
new artwork for all your
favorite mutants. And

there are even three new

kinds of totally def
bonus cards. But you'll
only find them in the
X-Men Series Il Trading
Cards. So get some for
yourself. And save the

turtles for your soup.

PRESENTING

X-MENSERIES Il
TRADING CARDS
FEATURING ALL THE
MARVEL

COMICS

X-TEAMS." ¢
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Stan Lee Presents:

burst upon an unsuspecting world in the fifteenth and

final issue of AMAZING FANTASY magazine. But
although A.F. was not to see the light of day again, the web-
swinging adventurer touched a chord among readers of the
mag. They demanded he return—and return he did. In his
own magazine.

Thirty years and no months ago, AMAZING SPIDER-
MAN #1 appeared on the stands and history was once again
made—Dby the same character. To help him in his solo mag
debut, he had the help of the Fantastic Four and the hatred
of the Chameleon and the family fameson.

'I' hirty years and six months ago, a hero called Spider-Man

As the years have gone on, Spider-Man has become
one of the most popular and recognizable fictional figures in
or out of comics, with one of the greatest casts of friends
and enemies. To celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of his
eponymous, ongoing adventures, we proudly present the
following tales. The first of these pits him, in an epic-length
confrontation, against his most formidable foe of today. The
others pay homage to some great moments in Spidey history
...and foreshadow tumultuous events of the future,

The past is prologue. Enjoy.

— ) T
“The Bride of Venom”
by David Michelinie, Mark Bagley, and Randy EMBErlin ..o po. g
“True Friends” s
By Tom DeFalco, Pat Olliffe and Mark McKenna R AT ... pO. 33
“The Monster Within”
by Eric Felnand Dam PANOSIAN vt ez L 8 Tl I]ﬂ45
“Echoes”
by Terry Kavanagh, Aaron Lopresti, and Don Hudson ................ b0 53
The Spider’s Web,
by our amazing readers R e 0. fl
—-.-.
Mike Lackey Danny Fingeroth Tom DeFalco
assistant editor editor editor in chief
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BITTEN BY A RADOIDALTIVE SPIDER, STUDENT PETER PARKER GAINED THE PROPORTIONATE STRENGTH
ANDO AGILITY OF AN ARACHNIOD! ARMED WITH HIS WONDROUS WEB-SHOOTERS, THE RELUCTANT SUPER
HERO STRUGGLES WITH SINISTER SUPER-VILLAINS, MAKING ENDOS MEET. ANO MAINTAINING SOME

SEMBILANLCE OF A NORMAL LIFE!
Spnssems. THE AMAZ' NG SPIDE R' MAN
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[PLease: 11

[x PONT LINDEZSTAND :
¥ WOULD YOLI THINK
E'P H%’EVANYTHJNG

SPIDEE -MANT

IT WouLD
ONLY BREAK
HEARTS:

YOU'VE BEEN EESTRAiNED
FOR YOuR OWN SAFET, y
THAT YOU WON'T A, M
YOHR-SE:SLF' BLJT REST




PEAP FOE TWO
DECADES -

I
I

l MANHATTAN. A GéELg‘}I E?TREERN -
- 4 : THINKING THEY'RE

- ONLY
TO HAVE THEM
KIDNAPPED BY
P VENOM T MY

AT LEAST 1 WON'T
HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT
JONAH HASSLING ME
FOR NEWS PHOTOS - HIS
DPOOR'S CLOSED!
T GLESS HE'S WORKING
D ON SOMETHING —
MoRGUE " FILES,
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The cartoon world’s wildest 1) Choose a character like
characters are at your Babs Bunny, Buster Bunny,
command! With Tiny Toon Plucky Duck, or Furrball and
Adventures Cartoon Workshop select from a wide
for the NES™ you can make 00 ° assortment of
your own animated shows ° hilarious pre-drawn

up to five minutes long, action moves and props.
&= 2) Pick a favorite

then save them on
Toonster scene like Acme

video with your
VCR. It's easy and = Looniversity or the
Desert World.

fun, here’s
how it's 3) Give your stars
some wacky one-liners.

-, done.

4) Then it’s “Roll 'em!” for a
preview of your cartoon
creation. You can also make any
changes you want.

5) Liven up the action with
pre-recorded music and sound
effects.

6) Put another character in
the scene if you want to. You're
the director so holler “Lights!
Camera! Action!” and make your
own mark on show business!

KONAMI®

Konami Game Hint and Tip Line:
1-900-896-HINT(4468).

70¢ per minute charge. Minors must have parental permission before calling. Touch-tone phone required.

KCjials = AMESISTERED TRADEAEK CF KONUMI0O, HC CARTOONWORGHOP S| (O




DON'T_GIVE M \
-még DJPLOMATIC

YOU_OVER! PAID
SNOB!

THE SYMKARIAN
EMBASSY, LOWER
MANHATTAN.

THAT'S
ALL

HEAR THIS, JAMESON: I DON'T
"IT:IVEJIM 1O PRDVJDE YOI-I WITH

. YOLI'LL HEAR
EoM ng’ WHEN

FINISHED!
= CLICK —

WHY.
THAT
ARROGANT,
BLOODEP~!

SEVERAL HOLRS
LATER, AT A 34™
STREET HIGH -RISE ...
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An SNES
N Dream Come True!

Imaginative twists and
turns of the TV show are il
-Game Players everywhere in this game.. o

-Nintendo Power

g

2

- - o o

ENTERTAINMENT
WEEKLY’S
#1 VIDEO GAME!

ORBARTS, oo
NIGHTMARE!

PLAY THE GAME REVIEWERS ARE LOSING SLEEP OVER!
Battle the mighty Homer Kong in the game Game Players called “An SNES
Dream Come Trug!” Enter the world of ltchy and Scratchy in Enfertainment
Weekiy's #1 rated SNES video game! Vanquish vile villains as Bartman in
one of Video Games and Computer Entertainment staff's “favorite games!”
Check out the amazing eye-popping graphics, Bart's real digitized voice,
dazzling action and game play that'll keep you up all night!

ALlaim  SUPE NNTENDD

R T R EXTEATATUNER] SEITEN

The Simpsons and Characters TM & © 1893 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. All rights reserved. Nintendo®, Super Nintenda
Enterainmant System™ and the official seals are registered trademarks of Nintendo of America Inc. Acclaim® i5 a registerad trademark

of Acclaim Entertainment, Inc. & 1833 Acclaim Enfertainment, Inc. All rights reserved.



I CAME ACROSS [T can SEE WHY SHE
AVQIDS THE EIZESS

TALK TO HER --
ONE WAY ...

' Hrmim, * BEOWN V4
BRI § e R S
vE { sunms:i__% Ezecepem

I CAN'T LEAVE -
LIVES ARE AT
STAKE!

PLEASE...




SHEDOES; ANO THEN, A% 1F/N |8
,gf,qaﬂo»v TOHER RESURRECTEC [
245

7o SHE BEGING 7O SPEAK,

NO ONE EXPECTS
DIVORCE; [T'S NOT
SOMETHING YOU PLAN
FOR, LIKE BIRTHDAYS,

OR GRADUATIONS.

BUT £OVE CAN BLIND You
EVEN IF YOUR EYES ARE WIPE
OPEN. ANC MAKE NO
MISTAKE =~

" HE WAS SMART, WITTY,

WITH A BOYISH CHARM

THAT SWEPT ME OFF MY
FEETY

V4 PART OF EDDIE DIED
THEN, AND WAS REPLACED
B8Y SINETHING A LITTLE...

T \T WAS A SIDEHE
USUALLY KEPT HIDDEN,
i
HAbrfrfméwsmme
FRINGLOUIS., .

BUTI sTILL
REMEMBER..,

' T THINK THAT'S WHY
EPDIE WORKED O HARD
TO BE A STAR REPDRTH%

WHEN His CAREER WAS
PESTROYED IN A SCANDAL .

" THAT SEEMED TOBE

e e oo e
SON; DISIN-

TEREST BECANE E

++ OR FOR £/
SAPLY ENOUGH,

<. HOW HIS EYES LSED TO SHINE THANKS, ANNE.
WHEN HE'? TAKE ME TOA FOIR, “Youve, ;
OR AN AMLISEMENT PARH il
"'THRILL WORLD” WAS His

FANCRITE.

FUNNY.. I
PON‘T THINK
I'VEEVERTOLD
ANYONE THAT
BEFORE.




HAVE Z7 awmsmome;
RAISE OLO GPUIESTION:

DI? I REALLY DO
EVERYTHING 1

COULDTO HELF.
EDDIE? EVERY-
THINGZ

WHERE A WET,
HEAVY SNOW
BEG/NS TO FALL..

16 THERE

PERCH THREE TO
EAGLE 'S ROOST/
DOVE'S TAKING
4 FLIGHT/

WILL PLURSUE
AND ADVISE!

BETTER LOCK AND
LOAD, GENTS INEGOT NI
A PEEUNG WEREASOUT

BUT THIS FEELS RIGHT.
THIS F’ARH 15 LINKED TO
EDDIE's DBSESSION WITH
HI5 CHILDHDOD, AND HIS 5=
PARENTS-~

BRING #1¥
PARENTS HERE!




We @lll must deal with
the Yonster Witinin

We each have our own anger

. and pain—and keeping it inside
can do a lot of damage! Call the
and talk fo someone who can
really help, no matter how serious
your problems are!

1-800-448-3000

See how much better a phone call can make you feell

kioact Group, Inc. Al rights resarved

JKS ALUMNI
© Steva Bissatte—1943, Swomp Thing, Tabeo © Kevin Alteri—Tho New Adventures of Botman, A, Ghesshestors
« Rick Veitch— 1943, Foonage Mutont Ninja Turtles,  * Dava iy T, Tiny Toons, Th

Moximortol  Tom Tobey~ Thumésing, Rockadeadbs, An American Jole i}
© Andy Kubert —X-Men, Ghos! Rider, The Avengers o Bill White—Donald Duck Adveatures, Ren a” Skpy, THAT,
# Adam Kubert—Spirifs of Fangeance, Batmon Tiny Toons .

AUG 21,2
c2122 SAN DIEGO!

OUR 7™ ANNUAL TWO DAY

SEMINAR wiLL BE HELD IN CALIFORNIA!
INTENSE STUDIES ON INKING: PENCILLING; LETTERING:
oL STORY TELLING: LAYOUTS; EDITORIAL, AND MORE!
SCH%ON AND LIMITED ENROLLMENT! 4 INSTRUCTORS!
g; ACP’}::E ART.INC. * SEND FOR INFORMATION NOW +
VENUE F
“o ::::_L:,;mol Please s4nd. Jovi :g ib.:?cm"' 1am
0 Cartoon lllustration - Graphic Aris
O Cinematic Animation
O Two Day Seminar

Name Age
Address

(201) 361

ACCREDITED 3 iz g Gly=——— - “Sisle
MEMBER '

Zp

The Jos Kubart School of Cartoon and Graphic Art, inc., Dept. M
37 MYRTLE AVE.. DOVER. NJ 07801 » (201) 381-1327 » FAX (201) 3011044




MY VOTHER “ TELLS
ME WE HAVE A
YISITOR.
PERHARS
IT WAS
INEVITABLE.

AL
5

| RicHARD! W-we'VE gor o /
S~ GOT IT/ ANDTHE
s w%sz;@gg"nsws
ihAl /1 KNOW.! IF | Wi MED STIRONGER
i O SN2 = ik WHEN IT WAS FRESH/
L | ' Fiara — THE GLASS 1% CUTTING
! PIECE...OF IT 2A5ILY
2 THAT
MIRROR™...
o i
& o
e
4’ &\\ .
N
¥* BroKENBY VENOM [T
LAST ISSUE ~-DANNY |5

WHILEABOVE... : & 2

--HUH? UGHTS
WIND'S CUTTING LIKE COMING ONZ AND
A BLACE/MAYBE I RIDES STARTING

SHOULD--_ T, UPZ BUT WHO-Z
7 i [-C“ .
% > 7 ©
0 = L (QC -
= () SN /




'S HEAD 2/KiLLPOWER:
v & Wolverine sppusancer vou
a appearance? You
betchal

L] DEATHLOK #21: Deathiok needs
bralns;ugayl But'the surgeonis ...

(] #4 OF 4: This one's got so
much action, it doesn't even need a

This comic s like a time warp to
classic Dr.Who adventures!
ElFAN'I'ASTlDFOURIs?Qmm

VENGEANCE
Blazs give the devil his due as they
confront

' aby, it's cold outside! It's so cold,
even lceman has goosebumps!
Since it's so nippy outside, we thought
this would be a good time to flash back to
| last Thanksgiving, just in time for the
Macy’s parade where we find our newest
assistant editor, James “Professor” Felder,
who's not exactly what'd you'd call a cold
fish — he's more like a cool cat — march-
| ing with the NYU pipe band, playing his
bagpipes all the way. And you thought only
the balloons were filled with hot air!
November still makes us feel as cold as
Captain America in an iceberg, so we'll go
back even further to last October 31, and
give you the results of our annual Hal-

m YOU AN AIRKER
Wﬂbﬂm@ﬂﬂ YOUR

aam—

e oo 2etr sERvmﬁ'

o S

loween Extravaganza. Nobody gets left out
in the cold at this little shindig. A high-point
of the party is the Marvelympics, a highly
competitive series of svents designed to
make us zll look like idiots, including such
terrifying cantests as Bobbing for Comics,
the Silver Sable Wrap, and the ever-popular
Draw the Doofus!
4 The winners of this year's costume con-
test were Bullpenner Darren Auck as Sid-
ney the Not-So-Super Skrull, Dawn and
Steve Geiger of the Production Depart-
ment as Ka-Zar and Shanna, Kevin Tang of

Dominol

#8: Ghostie and
the days of

o WONKNIQHTM& Introducing a
brand- Deadzone!

the Direct Sales Department as Robin 3,
and Director of Marketing/ Consumer Prod-
ucts Division Maggie Trujillo as New York's
newest superheroine, Staten Island Girl!
Other stand-outs included Glenn Herdling
as Spider-Ham, and intern Chuck Kim as
the 1970s Luke Cage, who ensured that
we'd all have a sweet Christmas.

October is still a bit frigid for our
tastes, so let’s go back even further to
those warmer, carefree days of last sum-
mer. [t occurs to us that we never did give
the final standings of the 1892 Marvel
Softball season ... and if you got a look at
our stats, you probably wouldn’t have
reported them, either! Team captains

David Wohl and Rob Tokar were
feeling lower than the Mole Man's foot
fungus after the abysmal team stand-
ings this year. The final record for the
Marvel Punishers this year was 3-7,
with the Marvel-DC rivalry ending at
two games to one in favor of our Dev-
astating Competition.

This past Marvel softball season
left many feeling cold as ice. Maybe
that's because, like our characters,
we're so used to playing hardballl But
let's leave behind those dreamy sum-
mer days, and make our way back to
the present.” As we once again pass
October, we find a couple more former
bachelors have quit the single life, cold
turkey! First up is NOMAD assistant
editor, Hector Collazo, who married
the lovely Lisa Lopez. As Hector put
it, “I married her so | could gain U.S.
citizenship and guarantee my future at
Marvel."

The other October wedding was
that of Marveloid Emeritus and Arach-

nerd for life Jim Salicrup, who had a Topps
secret wedding of his own to the lovely
Paulette Powell. Jim's busy with a gum-
snapping comic line of his own these days,
but he has a long history with Marvel and
the Bullpen page, so we didn't want to give
him the cold shoulder.

Well, we have more cold, hard facts for
you , but we'll just put our ideas in cold
storage till next week. Till then, remember,
no matter how cold it gets outside, nothing
beats the feeling of warmth you get when
you read a Marvel comic!

HYPELINE: ON SALE THIS WEEK

Fantastic Four battie the old .
Fantastic Fourl t's four times the

(] GHOST RIDER/BLAZE: SPIRITS

#198: With the original X-Men and
U'lsrewscnated

EIM!S-‘I'ECHWAHS“ of 4: The

K.Haoes inlhetrnwnlsa—
DTHE NAMmEﬂMar‘lsdues

INCOMPLETE DEA] in country”
mnonzumm;uwwes Duswwmmoﬂs
Dona rnomi i

HJ'I'IJHE
WEHFECT#ZonWaRh]Iyou

see George Perez's vision of the

future! It's Hulk-errific!
1 IRON MAN #290: Tony Stark is

wmw
viim—nm\rhesmswasl

DWARHEADSﬂD-T‘I'\aWameaﬁs
are trying to destroy Mephistol

Dmmmmdmwm
conmtu hunt for his family's

.DPUNISHE.RWAHJOUHNALM

J These guys get all the sasy jobs!
\Mﬂ!Punnfsoiﬂhuddy‘kze" fom  [JX-FORCE #20: Wnat's the secret of
30th anniversary bon: Cable's space station? And doss it
DMIRVEI.HEQUIHERI‘(E:SINM DSEVERSURFERgE‘Bdth DQ&(HBO’?
Still great! oarpseavmgeﬁs Morg X-MEN CLASSIC #81: Reprinting a
] MARVEL UNIVERSE MASTER banhwnh(haﬂcwvmh:odufw
EDITION #36: Dr Strange! Blade! (m] SPECTADUL&HSPJDE-MAN Mutants!

bad:wlﬁlmall-mammm




YOULSUALLY \ 8
RUN FROM LIS,

NOT THIS TIME, BROZK ! BUT IF
YOU'VE HARMEC MY MOM AND
AP, YOU'LL WISH I HADRUN!

HOW sILLY.
WE PON'T WANT

%m . - -

WE WERE INNOCENT
ONCE, AS BLAMELESS Ac
YOUR DEAR PARENTS - -

==LINTIL YOUR '\
(| MEDPDLING
LINED
\ THEMANWE =
N\ USEDTOBE.

A% LONG AS RICHARPAND oS ggr o

MARY WERE INTHAT RUSSIAN
PRISON, THEY WERE SAFE
FROM YOUR CORRUPTING
INFLUENCE/

W, ITSUPTO

TO KEEF THEM




AND THE BEST WAY TO AS5URE
7THAT (5 TO SEE THAT YOU PON'T
E/VE LONGENOUGH T

T

HI, BABE! YA LOOK
—y GREAT.

B\ EODIE, 2. I-TM SORRY ) (1T’ JUST THAT THIS N ...WELL, IT
I LOOK STARTLED _{ (S THE FIRST TIME IVE  JUST CAME




NES, WERE...NOT WHAT
WE JSEL TOBE,
Y

THOSE PEOPLE SPIDER-MAN
SAID YOU KIDNAPPED-- WHY
DON'T YOU LET THEM GOZ

. ¥ THAT coULD BE A S7AR7.
YOU CHOSE TO g

\ EDDIE!
BUT YOU PON'T

g —~ E
" MAYSE
EVENA NEW
START...

AN' THERE'S A

BUCKETLOAP MORE

WHERE 7447 CAME
FROM !



WE'RE THE WP FACK, Ta
BGRUESOME! WE BEEN HIRED
T4 BRING YALL IN/

AND THAT'S EXAC
WHAT WE'RE GOING
-

7 HOPE YA .
PON'T COME
* ALONG

= YoU EVEN CORRUPTED ANME, |\

MAPE HER TRICK US INTOLETTING &=
= OUR GUARD COWN.”
o WE'LL sUCK THE MARROW ——
FROM YOUR TINIEST BONES -




/ WANTEPMETO el
M SUEFER, KNONING 28
i HE HAD WY FOLKS! ¢

THE SONIC GUN HAS Hit
CONFUSED! END (T NO
BATTLESTAR !




onoear! s THis \WM M | gatriestar move! THEN WHY DON'T YOU Y= 7
WHERE T 54Y il 1 | You're N MYUINE / SracFiRiNG ano e B | TEre Eﬁiﬁgﬁ%’%
1l 7 OF FIRE! WE WHAT THE HECK PROVIOE AN EXCLUSIVE

'f/,; THI% I ALL ABOUTZ/ STORY FOR THAT
% ¢ : i PLBLICATION! .
‘ # (= | [ Nowavemesack |

. MY WEAPON/

.7'05/.4// HIRED THESE GUYSF I JONAH DIDN'T EVEN
AND-- OH, MAN? TALK ABOUT

ADDING INSULT TO INJURY/
THERE'S LANCE,

&4 AsSIGN ME TOTAKE
A S lhs THE FHOrOs/




AW, SHOOT, PARLINY

AH ONLY WANTED TA

SCARE THE WES:
awy <3

- THEN MAYBE THE

“WEB-BUY "SHoULD

RETYRN THE L
FAVOR!

NICE PUNCH, SLIcK! '{
I&uESSH WHEN YOU'RE JE398

T




Mile High Comies

AMERICA’S LARGEST COMICS DEALER!

2151 W. 56th Ave. MC-35, Denver, CO 80221 PHONE: 1-800-676-6423

OLLECTOR START

COMIC C
10

ER PACKS!
10

10 10 10
X-MEN MUTANT SPIDER-MAN CONAN SAVAGE SWORD
COMICS COMICS COMICS COMICS OF CONAN
$9.95 $7.95 $7.95 $6.95 $9.95
10 10 10 10 10
FANTASTICFOUR| DAREDEVIL HULK CAPT.AMERICA | IRON MAN
COMICS COMICS COMICS COMICS COMICS
$6.95 $6.95 $6.95 $6.95 $6.95
10 10 10 10 10
PUNISHER WOLVERINE | GHOST RIDER |SILVER SURFER|  MARVEL
COMICS COMICS COMICS: COMICS SUPER-HERO
$7.95 $9.95 $9.95 $7.95 $4.95
10 10 10 10 10
MARVEL MARVEL  |MARVEL GRAPHIC|  BATMAN SUPERMAN
MATURE TITLES | BOOKSHELF TITLES NOVELS COMICS coMmICS
$6.95 $19.95 $49.95 $9.95 $7.95
10 10 10 10 10
JUSTICE LEAGUE| LEGIONOF | DCSUPER-HERO | DC MATURE VALIANT
comICS SUPER-HEROES COMICS TITLES COMICS
$7.95 $6.95 $4.95 $6.95 $19.95
10 10 10 10 100 COMIC BAGS
B&W COLOR JAPANESE/ DARK HORSE | WITH 100 COMIC
INDEPENDENTS | INDEPENDENTS | MANGA-STYLE COMICS BACKING BOARDS
$2.95 $3.95 $4.95 $9.95 Fieao

WE SELECT THE ISSUES FOR THESE PACKS FROM OUR VAST 6,000,000 COMIC BOOK
INVENTORY. ALL COMICS ARE FINE-NEAR MINT.
PLEASE INCLUDE $3.50 POSTAGE & HANDLING PER ORDER.

NEW COMICS SUBSCRIPTIONS

Besides having the largest Back Issue business in comics, we also sell over 100,000
new comics every month to subscribers around the world. Call our toll-free line 1-800-
676-6423 Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Mountain Time (10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Eastern) for a free information packet on how you can have your new comics delivered
right to your door at discounts of up to 40% off of cover price!

PAYMENT MUST BE INCLUDED WITHALL ORDERS.

“PLEASE SEND US. FUNDS ONLY.

*POSTAGE AND HANDLING ARE $3.50 PER ORDER IN
USA $3.50 PLUS $2.00 PER PACK FOR INTERNA-
TIONAL ORDERS ($10.00 FOR BAES/BACKING
BOARDS PACKS SHIPPED INTERNATIONALLY).

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS

OPTIONAL MAILING INSURANCE IS5 50¢ PER ORDER.
INSURANCE 1S NOT AVAILABLE ON CAXADIAN OR
INTERKATIONAL ORDERS.

ALL PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION WITHOUT NOTICE.

WE RESERVE THE RICHT T0 LIMIT QUANTITIES OR CANCEL
PORTIONS OF THIS AD AT ANY THE.

LIST EXPIRES DECEMBER 3, 1993.
AFTER THAT DATE, CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG: PHONE 1-800-676-6423

WE BUY COMICS!
Send $1.00 for our
Buying List.

FREE CATALOG!
CALL TOUL-FREE

1-800-676-6423




‘RE
REEEAL
HOT/

AND WHEN = e S DROP MM, OR T'L
~\ Yolirevor./ : N sAarer Yououer
: : " HALF THIS PARKY




Brain
Transplant,
TIC)

Here’s a brainy idea: Pick y  changing 16-bit characters

o

and enough heady combat to
scramble your synapses.
And a free strategy book
offer comes in every box.
All this for just $39.99.
Hey, you don’t need to be
a brain specialist to see what
a smart deal that is.

up Mystic Quest;* the world’s
first role-playing game espe-
cially designed for the entry-
level player.

Easy-to-read icons put your
head in the game immediately:
Skull-tingling action keeps it
there. Then there's constantly F3

Nintendo, Super NES™and the official seals are registered trademarks of Nintendo of America. ©1992 Nintendo of America Inc. SQUARESOFT™ Is a trademark of
SQUARE CO., udj.?;nal Fantasy Mystic Quest™is a trademark of SQUARE CO., Ltd. ©1992 SQUARE CO., Lid. All Rights Reserved. *Manufacturer’s suggested retail price.



NY e rarers ¥ A-AND SURROUNDED BY FIRE,
“LOOSEZ A ONE Jmﬁuﬁgpugllmés THATCAN )

S0 HOT7 L-LIKE B
THE TONGLESOFA | : TOUS, PEAR
DEMON/ - g

TAKE CARE OF THEM,\ BUT RIGHTNOW, W
ANNIE/WELLBE  THERE'S SOME- ¥
BACK $OON; THING WE HAVE
. DEVOLRY §
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NOW, HOW X

PO I FIND
VENOMZ
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"SPIDER'S WEB

|Attention correspondents: All letters considered for publication must include your name and mmﬂmwlli‘mmwdmlm upon request.

% MARVEL COMICS GROUP
387 Park Avenue South
New York, New York 10016

Dear Danny and David,

I think that you're making a big mistake with
this storyline involving Peter Parker's parents
and the Red Skull. T don't mean that it's a bad
idea, though T'm generally disappointed with
resurrections (whether true or false). 1 mean
you're literally making a mistake.

It is well established that the Red Skull with
whom Richard and Mary Parker were associated
was not the original Nazi, Johann Schmidt, but
rather his Communist imitator, Albert Malik.
When the Parkers were killed (?) the original
Red Skull was still in suspended animation in
Germany. He had nothing to do with the
Parkers. And Malik, the second Red Skull, was
killed by Scourge some time ago (in CAPTAIN
AMERICA #347) after being defeated by
Hawkeye in SOLO AVENGERS #6.

So why, in AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #367,
were the Parkers' names in the computer system
of the original Skull? Either you all have
something very clever planned or you've just
based a major storyline on a massive continuity
error.

Bradford R. Poston
4075 East River Road
Tucson, AZ 85718

We always have something clever planned,
Bradford! Don’t you think the original Red
Skull, being the mastermind that he is, would
usurp everything his "stand-in" learned
during his long sleep?

Dear Spider-folks,

AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #367 was a very
interesting issue. I enjoyed secing Spidey and
Solo take on the Red Skull's forces.

There was, however, one problem with this
issue—the inclusion of ULTIMATUM. While
ULTIMATUM used to have ties to the Red
Skull, it no longer does. Flag Smasher, the
founder of ULTIMATUM, purged it of all
agents loyal to the Skull a while back. If you
need evidence of this, check out CAPTAIN
AMERICA #394. On pages 8 and 9 of that
issue, you see all the organizations with ties to
the Red Skull. ULTIMATUM is not there.

The only reason I can see for ULTIMATUM
agents working for the Skull is that they were
impostors used to falsely implicate Flag
Smasher’s organization.

Aside from this one point, T found issue #367
to Be very enjoyable. Let's see more of the Red
Skall in future issues.

Ben Herman
New Rochelle, NY

Wow! Two Captain America fans in a
row! Ben, you're partially correct about the
Red Skull's ULTIMATUM agents, but
they're not really impostors. Do you really
think the Red Skull would allow Flag
Smasher to disrupt his plans by eliminating
every renegade ULTIMATUM agent?

Dear sirs,

While it's been nice to see some of Spidey's
older foes, the current Spider-Slayers storyline
remains completely unimpressive. - Although the
Black Cat showed potential this issue, the

overall characterizations have been rather dull of
late, giving us the same old rehash of past issues,
with the portrayal of Mary Jane being
unforgivable at best. Not since Gwen Stacy has
there been a supporting character of this stature,
but it would seem the Powers-That-Be are
determined to-screw her up.

I'm also totally unintrigued by the
RichardMary Parker subplot. They were more
interesting dead.

1 am, however, enjoying Mark Bagley's work
here. His Spidey is strongly reminiscent of the
Ross Andrw/John Romita days and is second
only to Steven Butler's rendition. While T enjoy
Sal Buscema's and Alex Saviuk's versions over
on SPECTACULAR and WEB, this is the
Spider-Man I grew up on.

The only other redeeming quality of recent
issues has been the JM. DeMatteis back-ups,
and "The Web" was certainly no exception.
While Aunt May has always been among the
more prominent of the Spidey ‘cast, she has also
been one of the least developed on a personal
level, and this look into her past was greatly
appreciated

Marson Fedrick
P.O. Box 514
Ellisville, MS 39437

Stick around, Marson! The next few issues
should wipe away any doubts you have about
the current storyline!

Dear Spider-Men,

This is my first time writing to you and I'd like
1o say your comic is great! [ started collecting
ASM in 1989 during the "Assassin Nation Plot"
and I've gotten almost every issue since. I'd like
to compliment Mark Bagley and Bob Sharen for
their excellent work on the book.

I got a nice surprise in issue #368 when
Felicia returned. I hope you can somehow have
her get back her Black Cat powers. I think
Spidey will need all the help he can get against
these robots.

I am eagerly awaiting issue #369 to come out
so I can see Mr. Bagley's rendition of Electro.
I'm sure it'll be great!

I'am only 11 years old and I don't receive a
large allowance from my parents. With the price
of comics at $1.50 (Canadian) plus GST, 1
can't get my three favorite titles every month.
‘Why is the price so high now?

In closing, T'd like to ask anyone who likes
Spider-Man comics to write me. In my opinion,
ASM is the best comic around.

Ryan Hodgkins

28 Thompson Ave.

. St. Catharines, Ont.
Canada

There are many Spider-Man fans eager to
write to you, Ryan, but it would have made
things easier if you had included a zip code!
As for the price of comic books, well, other
than non-cable television, where will you find
such action-packed entertainment for such a
meager price?

Yo Spider-Dudes,

Issue # 368 was beautifully done. Mark

Bagley really knows how to portray Spider-man:
sleek and fast, not too bulky but not too thin. 1
really have to say I miss his penciling on the
NEW WARRIORS. Will he ever return to it?
Fat chance, huh? Well, why not just do a
crossover with the New Warriors. [ mean like
six issues each. That would really be a blast
Okay, about the issue. Like I 'said, the
artwork was fantastic. [ really enjoyed the
metallic creatures out to get Spidey’s hide and
am curious as to who the try-hard Xavier look-
alike is. But what I really liked about the book
was the scene where the worker with the
jackhammer. To me, super-heroing really pays at
times like these. With guys like the jackhammer
guy, fighting bad guys could be really
worthwhile. 1 mean, even non-super heroes
could learn from what happened here. When
you do a good deed for someone, especially
someone you really don't know, there will come
a time when you will need that favor returned.
Now that's worth doing a good job for.
Mel Atendido
57 Lorraine Street
Parkway Village
Quezon City, Philippines 1001

Hey, that's what Spider-Man is all about,
Mel--responsibility toward one’s neighbor.
And you're absolutely right, that mind set
does not necessarily have to be reserved just
for super heroes.

Dear Editor,

Let me say that I think AMAZING SPIDER-
MAN is one of the best comic*books on sale
now. The an is terrific and the storylines are
MARVELous.

The reason I wrote this letter is because I
think I know the identity of the mysterious figure
in the epilogue. TA-DA! It's Alistair Alonso
Smythe. I'm right, aren't I?

Paul Nichols
1509 Alexander SE
Grand Rapids, M1 49506

As you know by now, Paul, you were right
on the money! Guess you picked up on the
clues we laid!

Dear Danny,

So, AMAZING SPIDER-MAN is again
available twice a month, eh? < Great news! A
double helping of web-spinning wonders every
thirty days. Plus, “Invasion of the Spider-
Slayers” so far seems much better than last year's
"Round Robin" story. For one thing, the issues
arée not overcrowded with countless, pointless
guest stars, and for another, there is the
intriguing subplot of Peter's parents. Like Peter,
T'm not totally convinced that these people are
the genuine item, and I still think the Red Skull
has some explaining to do.

Who is the mystery man in the weird chair
sending the robots after Spidey? Alistair Smythe,
perhaps? Nah, too obvious! And what is the
Black Cat up to? Yep, this story has me hooked
I like to see the odd appearance by Electro,
Scorpion, and other classic bad guys, as long as
they don't pop up too often



David's plots and dialogue are always
enjoyable, but lately he seems to be overdoing
the action, allowing the characterization to slip.
Mary Jane's smoking is a step in the right
direction, though. And Mark B.'s art is as good
as ever,

One thing—why does Spidey constantly
dismiss or ignore his spider-sense? It buzzes to
warn him of danger, so he should pay some
attention to it. Without his extra sense, he would
have been killed a long time ago.

All in all, a nice couple of issues. The real
highlight was the Harry Osbomn back-up story,
which tied in well with SPECTACULAR
SPIDER-MAN. A regular back-up spotlighting
various villains and supporting characters is a
good idea. It worked well im CAPTAIN
AMERICA and Spidey has no shortage of co-
stars to fill the extra pages. This could also
showcase the talents of some of Marvel's lesser-
known artists. So go forit!

John Kelly

19 Barton Close

South Woodham Ferrers
Essex, England CM3 5UB

The back-up stories were a regular feature
in AMAZING SPIDER-MAN throughout the
bi-weekly storyline. And we've got a few this
very issue, too! They enable us to explore
some facets of the Spideyverse that sometimes
get neglected, while giving David and Mark
time to do relaxing things—like producing the
VENOM: LETHAL PROTECTOR limited
series that is (like we had to tell you) on sale
now!

Hey!

You guys are getting on my nerves! First you
kill off Tony Stark, then you bring back Peter's
long-dead parents! Where does it 'end? How
badly will you mess with your characters just to
sell more comics? I've seen the charts and graphs
indicating how much of the market share belongs
to Marvel. Out of all the comics sold each
month, 50-60 percent are Marvel titles, which is
great. But does the end justify the means?

This may be comics, but some things should
not happen! Peter's parents should never have
been brought back. The driving force behind him
being Spider-Man is guilt over his dead parents
and his reluctance to stop a criminal who ended
up killing his uncle. Now he's driven to do the
right thing. What if Uncle Ben had never really
died, but instead was used in an experiment that
tumned him into a cyborg. Do you see what I
mean? Some things should be left alone. It's
difficult to put into exact words why Peter's
parents shouldn't have been brought back, but it
just doesn't seem right.

It was great to see Peter finally explode at
Jonah in the back-up story of issue #368. He
should have done it a long time ago. The part
that gets on my nerves is that you have Jonah
acting like a complete vulture. He may be a jerk,
but he isn't a villain! Deep down he cares about
people, especially Peter and Robbie. I don't
believe he'is so hungry for a story that he would
leech off the pain of a friend and co-worker.

Thanks for your time.

Michael Jones
P.O. Box 31
‘Waterboro, ME 04087

And thanks for your comments about
Peter's parents, Michael. Apparently, you're
a SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN fan too,
since you must've found out how much

Spidey's guilt over his folks has burned
within him over the years, as we discovered
in "The Child Within."

All we ask is that you stick around a while
and see for yourself if Richard's and Mary's
return doesn't add to the intensity of Spider-
Man's adventures.

Dear Marvel, x

1 have enjoyed the first two issues of "Invasion
of the Spider Slayers (#368-369). The stories
you tell are your own, and I don't want to tell
you how to write them, but I do have a problem.
On page four, Mary Jane smokes a cigarette.

What writer (David Michelinie), editor (Danny
Fingeroth), or editor in chief (Tom DeFalco)
allowed this to happen? I don't know if you
realize it, kind sirs, but SMOKING IS
HARMFUL TO YOUR HEALTH! 1 feel for
people who are addicted to smoking. My mother
smoked for 35 years and quitting has been the
most traumatic thing of her life. Nevertheless,
the act of smoking is simply not smart and
certainly not to be encouraged.

To see you portraying Mary Jane as a smoker
with an attitude was disgusting. It was out of
place in a Spider-Man comic and out of touch
with current health trends. "I need this more than
you don't," Well, that's a fine excuse.

But I can already hear your answer. "Mary Jane
is a real person, and real people have real

biographical and bibliographical information
about all our characters on loose-leaf sheets
that fit neatly into a nifty binder that's also
available at your local comic book store.

Dear Spider-lovers,
In response to your poll for the cast of the
SPIDER-MAN MOVIE, do you know who'd

make a good Spidey? Charlie Sheen! Other
possibilities:
Spidey: Jim Carrey
Mary Jane:  Nicole Kidman
UncleBen:  Marlon Brando
Aunt May:  Jessica Tandy
Electro: Robin Williams
Green Goblin: Michael Ironsides
Sandman: Dolph Lundgren
Doc Ock: John Lithgow

Well, T like them. Hope you do, too. Until
next time. ..
Joey Reed
1235 Mt. Comfort #13 .
Fayetteville, AR 72703
Thanks, Joey! Keep those suggestions
coming, folks. Maybe we'll poll some of the
Spider-creators around here and print their
ideal choices for the SPIDER-MAN MOVIE
cast!

NEXT: While Mark Bagley takes a
sabbatical to work his wondrous pencils on
the VENOM: LETHAL PROTECTOR

problems." Can it, please. Get rid of the [ "€ = £
cxgarettes Forour heslth of mind. |limited series, Jeff Johnson guest pencils
Jason F. Smith |issues #376 and 377, where Cardiac, Styx and
1366 E. 1700 §. |Stone return to bedevil Spidey! And in issue
Salt Lake City, UT 84105 #378, Mark will return to handle this mag's
first chapter—Chapter 3—in the all-Spider-
You answered your own question, Jason, [P0k  14-part "Maximum  Carnage"
Mary Jane does have a problem, and she's Lorossover!
going to have to face the consequences of that .S, POSTAL SERVICE
problem...maybe sooner than she thinks! STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT
CIRCULATION
(REQUIRED BY 39 US.C. 3885)
Dear David & Mark, i b xS Mty
Re: "Invasion of the Spider-Slayers!” Part 1 s e
and Part I :E?;E!;m:mw
Way out cool! Bagley's artwork has gotten 38, Anual subscription price: $15.00/12 issiues §
better and better, but 1 kind of miss Spidey's Ao S Moo T T o puion: 887 Pak
"nostrils” on his mask. mipmn'r;«: b

1 remember Mark's first job on AMAZING
SPIDER-MAN #345 and it looked lousy and
lazy. I can't believe this is the same guy! Against
Larsen, Bagley wins hands down!

William Sharpe

27 Barron Street Unit 14
Stratford Ont. CANADA
N42 1E8

Dear Marvel or whoever opens this letter,

I am writing to ask you for information on
some of Spider-Man's coolest and best enemies.
I only started collecting comics about a year and
a half ago, and I would really like to know more
about Spider-Man's foes.

This letter is also to thank all the great artists,
writers, editors and whoever else helps make
Marvel the best comic company in the world.

Until Peter Parker gets bitten by a radioactive
spider and...whoops, never mind.

Mike Holmes

2326 Harding Road
Ottowa, Ont.
CANADA K1G 3B9

Mike, being relatively new to the Marvel
Universe, you may wish to pick up a valuable
source of information we publish every
month. Tt's the MARVEL UNIVERSE
MASTER EDITION, and it features
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CHUCK ROCKS

YOUR SUPER NES!

He's fat, he stinks and he's one of the best-loved char-
acters ever to climb his way out of the primordial
slime and onto your video screen. In this rockin’ new
16-bit adventure for your Super NES, you'll join
Chuck Rock on his belly-bashing, odor- ku:kmg rock-

tossing mission to rescue
his wife Ophelia from
arch-rival Gary Gritter.
You and Chuck, who's
eguipped with a pea-sized
brain and nuclear body
odor, have to crush some

E Gie il e S .
A chilly Chuck meets up with
the waoly mammoth

Bring on all challengers

pretty strange characters, like the wild and wooly
mammoth, one mean triceratops and a saber-toothed
tiger who's permanently hot under the collar. Together,
you and the Chuckster swim through swamps, travel
up \olcanoes and shiver your way through the ice age

— all in the name of love!
Nineteen levels set in five
prehistoric worlds. Eye-
popping graphics and very
cool animation. If you
wanna rock, you gotta
get Chuck Rock.
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